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How 
Familiar are 

you with 
Edmonton’s 
Community 

Leagues?



What is one 
community 
you belong 

to?

Interest

Geography

Culture

Religion

Life Stage

School/
Work



What are 
Community 

Leagues?



 

The Community League provides a space and structure for 

you to find community in your neighborhood! Unlike other 

types of community that you choose to be a part of, your 

neighborhood will be uniquely diverse. 



History of Leagues 
● 1917 the first league is formed, 
● 1921 -9 leagues formed the EFCL (100 years old!!)
● Adapted from city club model (U.S)
● More inclusive mandate: non partisan
● Neighborhoods outside the core of Edmonton came 

together to have their needs heard at City Hall
● Membership by geography not age, gender, religion, 

or other 



Unique to Edmonton 
● Centralized green space in every neighborhood
● 162 Community Leagues in Edmonton.
● Leagues are registered not for profits under the 

Society Act. 
● Municipal Reserve Land/ Tripartite Agreement

○ The City of Edmonton owns the land and Leagues 
own the assets on the land.

● Funded in part by the City based on household 
numbers in the neighbourhood represented by the 
League. 



Who Runs Leagues?
 ● Volunteer-run boards 

○ Nominations for positions usually at League AGMs. 

● Larger leagues may have paid staff

● Accountable to their members & the neighborhood

● Meetings open to the public

○ Ask your local League to attend an upcoming board  

meeting

● No professional board experience required

○ The EFCL provides board development training





What Do 
Leagues 

Do?



Bring Neighbours 
Together #1



TEXT



#2
Recreation and 
Programming 





#3
Develop & 
Maintain 
Amenities





57



















#4
Represent 
Community 
Interests 





Questions before we 
continue?



Success & 
Opportunities 

within the 
Community 

League 
Movement



Leagues Contribute to...
● Poverty Reduction
● Health and Wellness
● Resident Retention
● Recreation (local and affordable!) for all 

ages
● Increased social capital/combat social 

isolation
● Youth resiliency and protective factors
● Disaster preparedness  



Challenges of Leagues
● Every League has different capacity and  

resources
● Engaging with all demographics in the 

community
● Volunteerism ebbs and flows
● Funding security
● Understanding their role on subjects where 

residents have diverse opinions



Opportunities
● Grassroots, bottom-up
● Citizen-led 
● Community of geography 
● Strong ties to COE supports
● Sustainable- 100 years of leagues
● Local solutions
● Legacy and experience of thousands of 

volunteers 



How can 
you get 

involved? 

Go to 
League 
events! 

Skate at 
your local 
rink!

Join the 
Board

Serve Hot 
dogs at 
the BBQ

EFCL 
Committees

Buy a 
membership

Find your 
league’s 
website

Run 
events in 
your 
neighbour
hood 



Individuals can become a member

www.efcl.org



Why Join the League?
● Build the neighborhood you want to live in !
● Get  to know your neighbors
● Board experience/Resume/Volunteer Hours

○ Ask your local League for what positions 
are open.

● Building social capital
● Living local! 
● Mobilizing your strengths and assets to 

benefit your neighborhood 



Organizations- Partnership
● Allows opportunity for you and the clients 

you serve to have accessible programming 
located within a client’s vicinity 

● Allows you to support a grass roots, 
neighbourhood  community building 
movement

● Expands the outreach and capacity of both 
your organization and the Community League









Services we provide to Leagues

● Membership support
Online sales, supplies & communication support

● Advocacy on city-wide issues
Initiatives impacting majority of Leagues 

● Board support
Training, workshops, one-to-one

● Supports to League volunteers
Diversity & inclusion training, mentorship program



Facilitate League-Organization 
partnerships

Communications 

League 
Connections

Resource 
Creation

Lunch 
and 
Learns

League 
Experts

Equipment 
Lending

Resource 
Library

Sublease 
Opportunities 



Working with 5+ Leagues?



Next Steps
● Check out your Local League

○ Purchase a membership 
● Interested in your organization partnering 

with Leagues?
○ Find more information about Leagues at 

https://efcl.org/for-the-public/ 
○ Email us at leaguesupport@efcl.org to 

discuss how the EFCL can support you in 
connecting with Leagues

https://efcl.org/for-the-public/
mailto:leaguesupport@efcl.org




1. What are some benefits you see of 

involving your clients/service users in the 

league movement? 

2. What are some barriers to participation in 

leagues faced by your clients?  

3. Other thoughts or questions?

Questions:
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