
What’s Jane's Walk?
Jane's Walk is a movement of free, citizen-led walking conversations inspired by Jane Jacobs,

encouraging residents to explore and get to know their communities.

Jane Jacobs
(1916-2006)

She was an urbanist and activist who championed a community-led and

inspired approach to city building.

Where Do Walks Go?
The walks get regular community members to tell stories about their local places , explore their
cities and connect with neighbours.

Jane’s Walk is about telling the story of your neighbourhood and that story does not need to be

technical, academic, or filled with historical facts (unless you want it to be).

It’s an opportunity to:

● celebrate your community
● shed light on important attributes
● honour the work of your neighbours and Community League.
● get outside, get moving, and meet with your neighbours in a safe, socially distanced way

Who Can Lead a Walk?
Anyone can lead a walk because everyone is an expert in their own neighbourhood.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HELPFUL RESOURCES

● Jane's Walk Edmonton
● Jane Jacobs
● Jane Jacobs Documentary

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

https://time.com/4310945/jane-jacobs-100-history/
https://time.com/4310945/jane-jacobs-100-history/
https://time.com/4310945/jane-jacobs-100-history/
https://janewalksyeg.wordpress.com/
http://www.janejacobswalk.org/about-jane-jacobs-walk/meet-jane-jacobs
https://youtu.be/I3h9ou6at1s


STEP 1
Think of a local place you’d like to explore or a topic
you’d like to share about

● Successes of the League
● Changes in the neighbourhood

you’d like to see (example: vacant lot)

● First Nations and Indigenous
history

● Evolution of the neighbourhood
● Gathering spots
● Cultural heritage

● Plants, trees or animals
● Notable figures
● Important architecture and

interesting developments
● Public art
● Edmonton policy
● League partners

(example: businesses, faith groups

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEED SOME INSPIRATION?

● Look at the Demo Walk EFCL’s Community Planning Advisor prepared.

● Check out previous Jane’s Walks put on in Edmonton

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jane’s Walks are often a marriage of many different ideas!
You can focus on one or two topics, or explore the neighbourhood more broadly as I have
done.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REMEMBER: YOU are an expert in your own neighbourhood!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TIP / Check out City of Edmonton Community Walking Maps
online
The municipal government has a variety of online maps of neighbourhoods in the city.  See if
your neighbourhood has a map for some ideas of important landmarks in your community

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1NO4GApcNdz2v7X5QNl3yn5zp4zgtxfS5&usp=sharing
https://janewalksyeg.wordpress.com/options-for-walks/
https://www.edmonton.ca/transportation/cycling_walking/community-walking-maps.aspx


STEP 2
Get Set-up on Google
Sign-up and Sign-in to your Google account

NOT SURE HOW TO USE GOOGLE?
Watch this video tutorial on how to use Google Maps

STEP 3
Plan Your Jane’s Walk Route
Outline the journey participants will take

● Choose your starting/meeting point

● Pick five or more points to walk or direct people to
*This helps to give your walk just enough structure for participants

● Populate your route in Google My Maps
*Feel free to use whatever software you are most comfortable with!

TIP / 10 Locations Limit
If you’re using Google My Maps to create a virtual walk, the maximum number of points your
walking route can include is 10. There are workarounds for the maximum number of points,
but why not keep it simple at first?!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QktQKOwQ3U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QktQKOwQ3U


STEP 4
Share your Jane’s Walk
Put your map creation out into the world to be enjoyed!

● Submit your walk to Jane's Walk Edmonton

● Invite your friends, family and community to participate.

TIP / Loop your League’s Communication Person/Team in
Talk to your Communications Director about sharing about your walk via the League’s
social media and newsletter.
Jane's Walk Edmonton and EFCL will help get the word out too!

Walks in Edmonton and around the world will take place yearly in May.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KEEP COVID-19 IN MIND
If COVID-19 is a concern, we encourage walks to be held virtually over
this May weekend, adhering to public health guidance.

However, if you are able to gather, we encourage folks to also lead their
walks in-person on Community League Day.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STEP 5
Walk!
Get outside, move and have fun!!

In the absence of being able to do these walks in-person, you might consider making a
collaborative online walk where your neighbours can plot points as well.

TIP / You Don’t Need a Script
If you’re leading a walk, just have a few talking points about each area you’re visiting. Part
of the fun can be hearing what others who’re joining your walk have to share about the
places and sights.

PLEASE NOTE: Jane’s Walks are non-political and shouldn’t be used by people running for office to share their platforms etc.

https://janewalksyeg.wordpress.com/submit-your-walk-here/

